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ACTIVITY 7: Pollination Project
Time: Two 15-minute activities, with drying time in between

Objectives: 
• Students will make a model bee.
• Students will use their model to mimic the 

pollination process. 
• Students will understand the important role 
• bees play in pollination.

Standards:

NGSS.K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns 
of what plants and animals (including humans) need  
to survive.

NGSS.1-LS1-1: Use materials to design a solution to 
a human problem by mimicking how plants and/or 
animals use their external parts to help them survive, 
grow, and meet their needs.

NGSS.2-LS2-2: Develop a simple model that mimics  
the function of an animal in dispersing seeds or 
pollinating plants.

The Relationship between Agriculture and  
the Environment 

Materials: 
• Black pipe cleaners (one per student)
• Yellow pipe cleaners (one per student)
• White pipe cleaners (one per student)
• Craft glue (one container per group)
• Craft sticks (one per student)
• Flower template (one per four students)
• 3-oz. paper cup (one per four students)
• Extra-fine yellow glitter (one tsp. per  

four students)
• Use your model pipe cleaner bee

Procedure: 
Part I
1. Read the book “Right This Very Minute” aloud to  

the class.  

After finishing the story, ask students:
a. What insect helps the apple farmer? (Honeybee)
b. Why does the apple farmer bring honeybees into 

the apple orchard? (To pollinate the trees)
c. Why is pollination important? (It helps each tree 

grow apples)

2. Explain that today students are 
going to be making their own  
bees to pollinate flowers. 

     Demonstrate how to make a bee 
     using pipe cleaners:

a. Show students how to twist a 
black and yellow pipe cleaner together.

b. Wrap the twisted pipe cleaners around your 
finger. Tuck in the ends.

c. Create two loops using the white pipe cleaner. 
Nestle loops into your bee body to create wings. 
Add glue if needed.

d. Glue the bee onto the end of a craft stick. 

3. Distribute the pipe cleaners, glue and craft sticks. 
Circulate around the room to supervise construction. 
Remind students to write their names on the end of 
their craft stick. Designate a safe place for bees to dry.

Part II
1. Before the activity, duplicate the flower template and 

glue a 3-oz. cup to the center of each flower. Place one 
teaspoon of glitter powder in each cup. Place flowers in 
accessible locations around the room.   

2. Explain to students that bees eat nectar produced by 
flowers. Use a model bee to demonstrate how bees 
land on a flower’s petals before looking inside the 
flower for nectar. Show students how pollen inside a 
flower sticks to the bee’s body. Distribute bee models 
to students, and direct them to visit the flowers 
located around the classroom. Allow 5–10 minutes for 
students to visit flowers. 

3. Summarize the activity with these questions:
a. What do bees eat? (Nectar)
b. Where can bees find nectar? (Inside flowers)
c. What else is inside flowers? (Pollen)
d. What happens when a bee enters a flower looking 

for nectar? (Pollen sticks to the bee’s body)
e. What happens to the pollen when a bee moves  

to another flower? (Some pollen is left on  
the new flower)

f. What do we call this process? (Pollination)
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Extensions and Variations:
• Cut out the flower templates and glue onto paper plates. The plates  

will help contain pollen during the activity. 

• Use cotton swabs to collect pollen from flowers. Observe pollen under  
a microscope. 

• Make a bee bath using a shallow tub, small stones and water. After a 
week or so, sit outside and observe how many bees visit the bee bath. 
Record observations in a science notebook. 

• Dissect a flower to locate the pollen and the nectar. Advanced students 
can learn and label the parts of a flower. 

• Research different agricultural crops that require pollination for 
successful production. Discuss how mealtimes might be different if  
bees stopped doing their job.
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Flower Template
#


