Garden Treasure Hunt 
Explore the garden to find an item for each clue.  If you look carefully, you may find more than one answer!  If you don’t know the name of the plant or insect, draw a picture.  Help your friends and share your answers.
	Taller than me

	Small yellow flower

	Grows on vines 



	Purple vegetable

	Prickly leaf or stem

	Leaf with smooth edges



	Oval leaf shape


	Grows in the ground (You only see the tops)

	Something I’ve never seen before


	Red flower

	Serrated or jagged leaf edges


	Orange flower


	Shiny leaf


	Brown  (not living)

	Seed pod


	Green vegetable


	Something pink


	Vegetable with smooth, hard skin

	Tomato that looks like a yellow pear


	A plant that smells good 
	Leaves the insects have chewed



	A bee collecting pollen


	Another insect – what’s it doing?


	My favorite 
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 Garden Treasure Hunt       Grades 3 –  6
NGSS:  Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Pre assessment:  How do components of a garden ecosystem work together?

Students in upper grades are developing a sense of how living and non -living things work together in a garden ecosystem.  This activity is designed to help students practice using scientific process skills as they access prior knowledge and construct new understanding in a real life setting.
Materials:  treasure hunt sheet for each student, pencils

· Bring students together in the center area of the gardens.  Explain that students will have approximately 15 minutes to complete their garden treasure hunt.  
· Encourage students to help each other with the activity much as the items listed on the treasure hunt page work together to keep the gardens healthy.
· Show them the sundial and the placement of the string showing when fifteen minutes will be up, reminding them to come back to the circle at that point.

· Have students share out their answers and take the opportunity to encourage questions.

Post assessment:   Do students express understanding of how plants, soil, and insects work together in the garden? 
Science, Math, Art, Speaking and Listening
