
 

   

 

 

 

 

Black Blizzard 

Presenter: Cheryl Bombenger 

Fargo, North Dakota 

AITC: National Ag in the Classroom Conference 

musicmovesmyclassroom@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Black Blizzard, more commonly known as the Dust Bowl, was a 

weather phenomenon that occurred from 1930-1940. This occurrence 
affected many states through the years and caused many deaths. For 

people who lived through it, many referred to it as "the Dirty Thirties".  
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http://www.kidsdiscover.com/?s=dust+bowl 

to purchase the Kids Discover “The Great Depression” April 2006 issue 

Free Lesson Plan and Power Vocabulary   

http://www.kidsdiscover.com/?s=dust+bowl
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/great-depression-for-kids/


 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven continents on this green earth 

Seven continents will do! 

Seven continents on this green earth 

I can name them how ‘bout you? 

North America, South America 

Europe, Africa, and Asia!  

Australia, and Antarctica  

And how about Fantasia?  

Uh-uh! 

Background Knowledge            Know Your Geography 



 Know Your History     Background Knowledge           Create A Timeline  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.kidsplaycolor.com/learn-the-biography-of-george-washington-coloring-page/&ei=opaEVKyLBoOPyATSz4LQAg&psig=AFQjCNGJwcJ2VcpQXJoPjXPYXrZh2lFbCg&ust=1418061682994436
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://funny-pictures.picphotos.net/abraham-lincoln-lost-five-elections-before-being-president/2/&ei=upeEVOm8H9G2yAS-1IK4Bg&psig=AFQjCNEXWtmpPyTthmXVTEQgwg5FWqVLLQ&ust=1418061512652350
http://www.education.com/worksheet/article/american-soldiers-coloring-world-war-i/


 

1.   

 Background Knowledge            Create A Timeline p.2 

Hard times began in 1929. Millions 

were unemployed. Bread lines 

were a necessity. 

http://www.doverpublications.com/zb/samples/499502/sample7c.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=great+depression&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.farmcollector.com/farm-life/u-s-farmers-during-great-depression.aspx&ei=3PCEVNaZNdCAygTj5YLQBQ&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGlu1aiPpUZgaApOsbiVzXwFytv3A&ust=1418084872237842


 

1.  
  

Background Knowledge            Create A Timeline p.3 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=great+depression&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/great-depression/&ei=q_GEVMX4E5SEyQTr2IHQDw&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGlu1aiPpUZgaApOsbiVzXwFytv3A&ust=1418084872237842
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=franklin D. roosevelt&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://colnect.com/en/coins/coin/25613-5_Dollars_3231th_US_pres_Franklin_D_Roosevelt_1933-1945-2010_-_U_S_Presidents-Liberia&ei=7PKEVOeuK5OjyATuwoGoDQ&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEGA0Uc_70fZ0CKr0gDx-s-JqeCdQ&ust=1418085452885191


 

 
Putting the Pieces Together: The Dirty Thirties 

Farmers over-

plowed 

 the fields. 

Dust storms 

crackled with 

powerful 

static 

electricity 

Farmers were lured by 

record wheat prices. 

The ecosystem disruption 

unleashed plagues of 

grasshoppers and 

jackrabbits… 

How could we handle the 

problems of Dust Bowl? 

One monster dust 

storm reached the 

Atlantic Ocean… 

Few “Okies” 

were actually 

from 

Oklahoma…(1/5) 

The swirling dust  

proved deadly 

The land was defenseless 

against the winds that 

buffeted the Plains. 

What could be done to 

prevent future Dust Bowls? 



 

Nouns 

 

 

 

 

People  

 

 

 

 

Places 

 

 

 

 

Things 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://edushop.edu4kids.com/border-black-white-checks-p-24340.html&ei=UueDVN7yNYWOyATUnIKoAQ&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEWJbKDCMYU2EWthV7Rn11tS0mhHw&ust=1418016976592644
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://edushop.edu4kids.com/border-black-white-checks-p-24340.html&ei=UueDVN7yNYWOyATUnIKoAQ&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEWJbKDCMYU2EWthV7Rn11tS0mhHw&ust=1418016976592644
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://edushop.edu4kids.com/border-black-white-checks-p-24340.html&ei=UueDVN7yNYWOyATUnIKoAQ&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEWJbKDCMYU2EWthV7Rn11tS0mhHw&ust=1418016976592644
http://olddesignshop.com/2013/08/free-vintage-image-school-girl-poem-and-clip-art/
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS794qJQl3AAZwCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3D1930's%2Bdust%2Bbowl%26sado%3D1%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr%3Dyhs-w3i-geneiotransfer%26fr2%3Dsg-gac%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D2&w=341&h=480&imgurl=climate.umn.edu/doc/journal/top5/1936farmer.jpg&rurl=http://climate.umn.edu/doc/journal/top5/numberone.htm&size=44.3+KB&name=<b>1930</b>%26#39;<b>s+Dust+Bowl</b>&p=1930's+dust+bowl&oid=74022e482c9325d586768f9c60f0991a&fr2=sg-gac&fr=yhs-w3i-geneiotransfer&tt=%3Cb%3E1930%3C%2Fb%3E%26%2339%3B%3Cb%3Es%2BDust%2BBowl%3C%2Fb%3E&b=0&ni=21&no=2&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11l0p19p9&sigb=14c9uekgk&sigi=11fv5h2ae&.crumb=rey5a02i1bp
http://www.neh.gov/humanities/2012/novemberdecember/feature/children-the-dust


 

  

 

 

Noun: person, place, thing, animal, idea 

Proper Nouns are NAMES of people, places, animals, things 
 

 

 

 

 

People  

 

 

 

 

Places 

 

 

 

 

Things 



 

 

1.   
  

Lesson Plan Library from Discovery Education 

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplan

s/programs/greatWarGreatDep/ 

National Curriculum Social Studies Standards 

http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/stra

nds 

New Deal Network 

http://newdeal.feri.org/index.htm 

The Buzz on Bees: San Diego Zoo  

http://kids.sandiegozoo.org/animals/insects/

bee 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/flower-border-clipart-black-and-white&ei=E-eDVNqtGM-XyASd24L4Bg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGqU-2ORftHwOlgp9rqBEL85aWvHQ&ust=1418016869778600
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS794qJQl3AAZwCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3D1930's%2Bdust%2Bbowl%26sado%3D1%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26fr%3Dyhs-w3i-geneiotransfer%26fr2%3Dsg-gac%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D2&w=341&h=480&imgurl=climate.umn.edu/doc/journal/top5/1936farmer.jpg&rurl=http://climate.umn.edu/doc/journal/top5/numberone.htm&size=44.3+KB&name=<b>1930</b>%26#39;<b>s+Dust+Bowl</b>&p=1930's+dust+bowl&oid=74022e482c9325d586768f9c60f0991a&fr2=sg-gac&fr=yhs-w3i-geneiotransfer&tt=%3Cb%3E1930%3C%2Fb%3E%26%2339%3B%3Cb%3Es%2BDust%2BBowl%3C%2Fb%3E&b=0&ni=21&no=2&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11l0p19p9&sigb=14c9uekgk&sigi=11fv5h2ae&.crumb=rey5a02i1bp
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/flower-border-clipart-black-and-white&ei=E-eDVNqtGM-XyASd24L4Bg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGqU-2ORftHwOlgp9rqBEL85aWvHQ&ust=1418016869778600
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/flower-border-clipart-black-and-white&ei=E-eDVNqtGM-XyASd24L4Bg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGqU-2ORftHwOlgp9rqBEL85aWvHQ&ust=1418016869778600
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Vocab. Jar 

 defenseless  Vdocbr lured  

 disruption   Vdocbr ecosystem  

 buffeted  Vdocbr Oakies  

 unleashed  Vdocbr crackled    



 

Vocab. Jar demand  Vdocbr 
land 

developers  

 
Great 

Depression 
Vdocbr drought   

Vocab. Jar graze  Vdocbr decade  

Vocab. Jar affected Vdocbr plowed 

Vocab. Jar swirling  Vdocbr record  



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 buffalo grass  Vdparccbr parched  

Voc.e Jar desperate  VdFDRcbr FDR  

Var erosion Vbr mortgage   

Voc. Jar misuse 
 

 

dust 

pneumonia  

V swirling  
 

 
migrate 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Vocab. Jar native Vdocbr raided  

Vocab. Jar labored  Vdocbr resented  

Vocab. Jar squatter camp  Vdocbr impoverished  

Vocab. Jar swirling  Vdocbr static electricity  

Vocab. Jar mobs Vdocbr local 



 

  

Plants Need 

C1 copy in color of choice… 

over the planter on next page 



 

 

 Why Plants Didn’t Grow In the 30s 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

 

Research and rainstorm and write ways that prevented plant growth in the 30s. 

1. The wind blew the seeds away. 2. Gardens would get buried under the dirt that blew 3. No rain 

Farmers had plowed up grassland to take advantage of high grain prices, but when prices dropped, 

the fields were abandoned, there were few roots to hold soil in place.  The winds and erosion 

began.  For eight years, dust blew. Eating, sleeping, walking, breathing were no longer simple tasks. 

 



 

C1 copy in  pale yellow/ 

each student 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sun+clipart+black+and+white&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://linksservice.com/and-celebrations-images-black-and-white-images-summer-clip-art/www.qacps.k12.md.us*ces*clipart*Carson20Dellosa20Clipart..*Carson20Dellosa20Seasons,20Holidays,20and20Celebrations*Images*Black20and20White20Images*Summer20Clip20Art*SANDWICH_ANTS_BW.bmp/www.qacps.k12.md.us*ces*clipart*Carson20Dellosa20Clipart..*Carson.../&ei=WgWeVIzTA8WTyAT99IGgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFx3XpexsoQ4INjoI8Mz2U449iQkQ&ust=1419728600254205
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C1 copy in green/ 

each student 
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Life Box  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       This is my box, my favorite, my Life Box 

 This is my box, all the things that I need! 

 This is my box, my favorite, my Life Box 

  It helps sustain, life indeed! 

 In my box there’s air, soil, water, and sun 

 To sustain life so I can play and have fun! 

 In my box there’s air, soil, water, and sun! 

 To sustain life and to keep me on the run!    

by Cheryl Bombenger 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   Wasting Water 

 

Wasting water                                             

Wasting water 

Wasting water 

Puts our planet at risk! 

 

 Wasting water 

 Wasting water  

 Put “CONSERVE” at the top of your list! 

 

Flush the toilet…5 gallons! 

A drip …27 a day! 

Water for this, water for that 

We will run out of water this way!     Em G D   (Am Em) 

     by Cheryl Bombenger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the Forestry Project did not stop the loss of topsoil, shelterbelts did supply 

shade, beauty, less dust, and protection from cold. Shelterbelts around farmsteads 

continue to be used in this way. Although the windbreak itself did not stop soil loss, 

this report became the basis for silviculture in the Great Plains. The Project has been 

cited as "a remarkable example of applied ecology." 



 

 

   
All the Ecosystems 

 

Oh, they’re fun, really fun…all the ecosystems 

All the plants and the animals 

Some fly, some swim, some run! 

Oh, they’re fun, really fun…habitats for each 

Food chain after food chain with 

Water in their reach! 

 

 Oh, there’s ponds and rivers, mountains and plains 

 Lakes and oceans, deserts, and where there’s rain! 

 Forests and tundra, salt water and fresh 

 Live in trees, lie in the water, or on land 

 Which is best?              
                          by Cheryl Bombenger 

 

             
           D  G D   A 

 

 

 

 

 

  In many regions, more than 75% of the topsoil was blown away by the end of the 

1930s. Land degradation varied widely. Aside from the short-term economic 

consequences caused by erosion, there were severe long-term economic consequences 

of the Dust Bowl. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://printablecolouringpages.co.uk/?s%3Dcell%2Bscience%2Bpuzzel&ei=WiJZVZjYBMGisAXOiYGoBg&bvm=bv.93564037,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEz9w7ZSyZ09qBARFSW5v33wHC1Tw&ust=1431991249174542


 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Research … DEBATE … Vote 

Worst Environmental Disaster in U.S. History 

http://goo.gl/NJ1urY 

Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico  ‘10 

Deep Water Horizon 
     Valdez Oil Spill on ‘89 

The Dust Bowl of the 1930s DDT (pesticide) 
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Make an anchor chart of all the “separate entities” students learned about after reading “Rose’s Journal.” (ideas: school, 

mom, dad, Christmas, eating, farm, friends, famous people, etc…) After students write, color brown, have a Black Blizzard 

throwing the wads of paper…then read with expression, read like a narrator, read like you were there. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cause and Effect 

 

Duplicate similar shapes in the same color…example: clouds –blue; arrows: pink; rectangles: yellow. 

Students read and follow the progression with Cause…Effect!  Tactile and kinesthetic benefits for students. 



 



 

  

 

 

  

 

*Wheat prices dropped from $3.00 

a bushel to $.40 per bushel in 1929. 

The stock market CRASHED. 

- There is nothing to hold the soil in 

place.  Wind storm after wind storm, 

year after year, wind erosion is evident. 



 

  

+ The “New Deal” was FDR’s promise 
for the Depression and the Dust Bowl 
to end. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cause and effect clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://thelemonadestandteachers.blogspot.com/2013/01/click-clack-moo-cause-and-effect_5.html&ei=K0uGVIa3DIXcoATf6YDADQ&psig=AFQjCNGIB7yjbP081WmApD0cS6fqBsZNiQ&ust=1418173589570461


 

 

  

*Prosperity on the Plains came to   

an end.  Farmers had loans to pay 

without any income.  Farmers lost 

their farms and homes. 

-The Plains are now referred to as the “Dust 

Bowl” of the continent.  Black Blizzards are the 

names of the wind and dirt storms that would 

take a day to darkness in no time. 30 million 

tons of soil was lost from the Great Plains.  

(enough to fill ups half of the Grand Canyon) 



 

 

+ The Emergency Farm Mortgage Act 

was passes and the Government 

purchased cattle to drive up cattle 

prices. (FDR’s firs 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cause and effect clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://thelemonadestandteachers.blogspot.com/2013/01/click-clack-moo-cause-and-effect_5.html&ei=K0uGVIa3DIXcoATf6YDADQ&psig=AFQjCNGIB7yjbP081WmApD0cS6fqBsZNiQ&ust=1418173589570461


 

Name ______________________ 
 

 Find Someone Who… 
 

... can tell you about the “                                                                     

Roaring Twenties” 

   ... can tell you about the 

         Great Depression 
  
 
 
 

 

…can tell you about someone 

who was famous who lived in 

this era  

 

…tell you what 25% of the 

population looks like 

…that’s what percentage 

of the population was 

unemployed 
 

…can find the word  

erosion in the      

dictionary 

 

…can tell you why 

people were not 

happy… 

depressed: antonym  

 

… can tell you 

why students 

studied about 

Lindbergh 

 

…can you their story of their 
hard life in the thirties  
(narrative) 

http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-RiGgrGoiL
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=twenties+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://weddingdecorateideas.com/1920s/1920s-flapper-clip-art.html&ei=aLKcVIaPLom9yQTIoIHAAg&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFPoZbIxgVJ_1oltatYJFEtVrlMYg&ust=1419641821449998
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lindbergh+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartlogo.com/free/lindbergh.html&ei=jbicVOmfJJefyAT4tYGgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEZ10_zVck0BV_LMDLzW8JyOm_N4w&ust=1419643412910167
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=dirty thirties clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.polyvore.com/art_deco_to_mid-century_modern/collection?id%3D3327509&ei=Ma-cVMDUKIaRyATWgIGgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFkqSLH1iEvZa_xC-jPwFVFlCuOig&ust=1419640977740058
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=great+depression+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.davemanuel.com/2010/06/19/an-incomplete-history-of-us-government-spending/&ei=FrGcVPGhOYiRyASb9oCoAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHNOmB7RWBjPUyVQbHEwnNEqPe3rg&ust=1419641458370013
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=poor farmer clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/sad-farmer-cartoon&ei=xe6cVJyDEYKSyASWqoKoAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGgH80bMNnU-uQDvBiKH-RQ6nNMCg&ust=1419657260516864
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=amelia earheart clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.thecolor.com/Category/Coloring/Historical-Figures/3.aspx&ei=K--cVPqwOZKnyASnxoKgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFe7yQvFb_aB12R94CVBYZnTGZZYg&ust=1419657379657872
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=blowing+cloud+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipsahoy.com/webgraphics2/aw4595.htm&ei=2u-cVMmHGYOxyQTT54GgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGAVQcjyqRd5gCEHaPuM2Ih03ZFUw&ust=1419657565356323


 

 

“Popsicles Plus” can be an independent, small group, or whole 

group learning experience for your class. You can use them for numerous 

reading activities including decoding, comprehension, synthesizing, etc… 

Or…hand them out and have them put themselves in order to discuss the 

historical timeline of events.  Have a team of scientists standing by to give 

suggestions your team of politicians who will be making major decisions for 

the country.  Duplicate 2 copies of each and play a memory game.  

http://www.eatdrinkchic.com/post.cfm/diy-paper-popsicle-memory-game    

if you want to put them on a fancy backdrop, check out this site.            

(plus more fun with free printables) 

COPY, CUT, PUT ON A STICK, AND LET THE LEARNING BEGIN! 

Timeline 

of the  

Black 

Blizzard  

http://www.eatdrinkchic.com/post.cfm/diy-paper-popsicle-memory-game
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=popsicle+clipart+black+and+white&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.polyvore.com/popsicle_clipart_image_orange/thing?id%3D48882378&ei=8nOhVI2MMYauyATSqYGQAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNH-Fev0LBq8e5_osoUBK_HBrKtAlQ&ust=1419953506535550


 

  1934 
May: Great dust 

storms spread from 
the Dust Bowl area. 
The drought is the 
worst ever in U.S. 
history, covering 

more than 75 
percent of the 
country and 

affecting 27 states 
severely. 

 

1935 on Black Sunday the 

worst storm came and caused 

severe damage. The 

government creates The 

Drought Relief Service to 

organize relief activities. The 

FDR approves $525 million 

dollars in drought relief, 

Emergency Relief Appropriation 

Act. The FDR also authorized 

the Works Progress 

Administration, which would 

employ 8.5 million people. 

People estimated that 850 

million acres of topsoil has 

blown off the southern plains. 

 

1936 

The chief of the       

Los Angeles Police 

sends 125 police men 

to protect the 

boarders of Nevada 

and Oregon to keep 

out the undesirables. 



 

 

  

 

1937 

The FDR’s 

Shelterbelt Project 

begins. The project 

calls for the 

planting of trees 

across the Great 

Plains. 

1938- the 

amount of the 

topsoil blowing 

decreased, yet 

the drought 

continued on. 

1939 

In all, 400,000 people 

left the Great Plains, 

victims of the 

combined action of 

severe drought and 

poor soil 

conservation 

practices. 

1939 

The drought ended 

in result of the end 

of the Dust Bowl 



 

Dealing With A Bully? 

This isn’t a new problem!  

Simulate situations with your 

students… possible scenarios that people had to 

deal with who migrated to new places to help 

their families survive! Adults and children alike 

had to deal with “bullying” in their desperate 

fight to survive!  

 
  

Migrants were called: 

 Okies 

 tin-can tourists 

 Arkies 

 Texicansdust 

bowlers 

 hillbillies 

 harvest gypsies 

 squatters 

 fruit tramps 

The migrant camps 

were referred to as: 
 Weedpatches 

 Little Oklahomas 

 Okievilles 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=badguy clipart&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.gograph.com/stock-illustration/tough-guy.html&ei=TzWGVMGaCIO5oQTApoCABw&psig=AFQjCNHjCokIYzksovkElEzIwP3-lnZQPw&ust=1418167996622686
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=poor and dirty int the thirties&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression&ei=ajiGVPC8B4nKoASksoKoCQ&psig=AFQjCNE4HzzIiVWjh0GpMGxYR4kKiKVEqA&ust=1418168779773062


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Physical Abuse: hitting, kicking, punching 
 

Verbal Abuse: name calling, jokes or      

  offensive remarks 
 

Indirect Bullying: spreading lies, secrets,         

  rumors, or exaggerated stories 

 

Social Alienation: pointing out the  

          differences in others 

 

Intimidation Bullying: using threats to         

  frighten 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=words can hurt clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://galleryhip.com/t-words-for-kindergarten.html&ei=ajCGVOnmHs3coATkkYFI&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEaJN-62d-63Ip4OOhnWUkqZqzvGg&ust=1418166726918831


 

 

 

 

http://artventurers.blogspot.com/2011/06/all-about-me-collage-craft-activity-for.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ralph clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.graphicsfactory.com/search/r-p17.html&ei=-hSFVKnzMMugyATIqICYBg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHaUYRcRJVXvKRU0QiGG8C949XEqQ&ust=1418094175969863


 

Once You Say It, You Can’t Take Back 

the Damage or Pain You Have Caused 

   While students take on the real role of 

friend or bully as we focus on each other 

during a bullying unit called STAND Up. Each 

negative action, results in crunching up Ruby 

or Ralph each time a negative action is 

displayed!   

   Students can then apologize and Ralph will 

be as good as new… WRONG!  Words have 

lasting effects on all of us! 

  

  

  

Have students put their name 

in a “Kindness Bucket”        

each time they choose to act 

like a good friend.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=border&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/flower-border-clipart&ei=OkaGVOySCYW2ogSZjYLYBw&bvm=bv.81449611,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGb4eCCbDV7JykxSBoHToILQ5Ijnw&ust=1418172287476486
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=list+nice+things+to+do+to+be+a+friend+list&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.pinterest.com/remathay25/character/&ei=nESGVID1IsXooAT8uoKACw&bvm=bv.81449611,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNG7osIsAiC9l5KQTVdmgV4jJihCVw&ust=1418171914678339


 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

P 

HYPERBOLE 

DEFINITION 
an exaggeration 

used to make or 

prove a point 

 

P 

PERSONIFICATION 

DEFINITION 
giving human  

characteristics to 

inanimate things 

 

EXAMPLE 
She was so hungry 

could eat a horse, 

but it wasn’t her day 

to eat. 

 

P 

IDIOM 

DEFINITION 
a word or phrase that 

means something 

different than what’s 

said 

 

EXAMPLE 
It was only a light 

rain, but we acted 

like it was raining 

cats and dogs 

.outside. 
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EXAMPLE 
The wind was angry 

as it screamed down 

the plains, mocking 

the once calm day. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.gopixpic.com/414/border-or-edge-lines/http:||www*nagpurtrafficpolice*org|images|road_marking|Give_Way_rule*jpg/&ei=EOOcVJXyBIO4yQSfr4GoAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGnlRBQgAuMTlShybudK1k58B0cLA&ust=1419654233624945


 

1.   

 

ONOMATOPOEIA 

DEFINITION 
words that make 

sounds 

 

 

SIMILE 

DEFINITION 
comparison using 

like or as 

 

EXAMPLE 
The wind whistled as 

it picked up the dust, 

soon roaring in as it 

blanketed the town. 

 

 

METAPHOR 

DEFINITION 
a comparison without 

using like or as 

 

EXAMPLE 
FDR’s “New Deal” 

would be the cherry 

on top. 

 

P
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a 
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f 
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EXAMPLE 
The day was as dark 

as night as the dust 

blanketed the town. 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.gopixpic.com/414/border-or-edge-lines/http:||www*nagpurtrafficpolice*org|images|road_marking|Give_Way_rule*jpg/&ei=EOOcVJXyBIO4yQSfr4GoAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGnlRBQgAuMTlShybudK1k58B0cLA&ust=1419654233624945


 

 

 

  

Impoverished young Americans had no greater champion during the 

Depression than Eleanor Roosevelt. As First Lady, Mrs. Roosevelt used 

her newspaper columns and radio broadcasts to crusade for expanded 

federal aid to poor children and teens. She was the most visible 

spokesperson for the National Youth Administration, the New Deal's 

central agency for aiding needy youths, and she was adamant in insisting 

that federal aid to young people be administered without discrimination 

so that it reached blacks as well as whites, girls as well as boys. 

This activism made Mrs. Roosevelt a beloved figure among poor teens 

and children, who between 1933 and 1941 wrote her thousands of 

letters describing their problems and requesting her help. 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 
http://newdeal.feri.org/eleanor/index.htm  

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

 

 How should Mrs. Roosevelt have responded? 

 What adjectives would you use to describe the people 

who were affected by the Great Depression? 

 Which would be the best use of Mrs. Roosevelt’s time, 

responding to each of these letters, or working to 

establish programs like the NYA and CCC? 

 Have any of you ever written to prestigious people 

about a particular problem? What response did you 

get? 

 At the end of the lesson, explain how Mrs. Roosevelt 

did respond to these and other similar letters. 
 

http://uncpress.unc.edu/browse/book_detail?title_id=945
http://newdeal.feri.org/eleanor/index.htm
http://uncpress.unc.edu/books/T-5398.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/flower-border-clipart-black-and-white&ei=E-eDVNqtGM-XyASd24L4Bg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGqU-2ORftHwOlgp9rqBEL85aWvHQ&ust=1418016869778600


 

  



 

http://content.mycutegraphics.com/borders/scalloped-border.png


 

Name _______________________________ 

Build the word…sounds or syllables: 

 

 

 

 

 

Print the word…Then write it in cursive 

 
 

Rhyme the word 

 
 

Define the word 

 

Write it in a sentence 

 

blizzard 

depression 

erosion  

decade 

poverty 

migrate 

P
ic

k 
an

d
 s

h
ar

e 
id

ea
s:

 



 

  

Write a postcard from someone’s perspective who lived in the 

30’s.  Diversity is the key…a mother, father, child, banker, etc.. 



 

  

Create A Beehive: 

Use cardboard egg cartons and 

bulletin board paper for the hive. 

Add yellow translucent wadded up 

paper for the honey and capped the 

cells with wax paper. Add large 

yellow pompoms for the pollen in 

the hive. Display your queen bee 

and worker bees. Even connect 

some of them like they do when 

they want to extract the wax from 

their bodies to make more cells or to 

cap off cells. 

Great Bee Unit and Fun Ideas: http://msbarbarasblog.blogspot.ca/2013/04/beesa-preschool-study.html 

Toilet paper rolls to create bees and honeycomb.  Use large bubble 

wrap to paint and press as well. 

Found on Pinterest 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-PO8aInEIPyY/UWliGkecAtI/AAAAAAAABpI/ObyCIdtLLGg/s1600/photo+(39).JPG
https://ca.images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=A86.J3X_SZBU6QUAjkIXFwx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBsOXB2YTRjBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2dxMQR2dGlkAw--?_adv_prop=image&fr=yhs-avg-fh_lsonsw&va=kids crafts with toilet paper roll&hspart=avg&hsimp=yhs-fh_lsonsw
http://www.kiflieslevendula.blogspot.hu/2012/01/mehecskes-dekoracio.html


 

 

d  Bees In the ‘Bowl’ 
     The 20s had ups and downs for the bee, 

honey, and the candle making industries, with 

more downs, and the Great Depression to 

come.   

The Depression affected beekeepers in 

several ways. The drought had more disastrous 

effects than the Wall Street crash. Then came 

strip mining and deforestation.  The droughts 

caused many orchards to wither and die. 

 In North Dakota, bees could not survive, 

much less make honey.   (p.176)  After so much 

careless land use and drought, farmers changed 

their crop. 

 Financial shortfalls took their toll on 

beekeepers. According to the 1933 American 

Bee Journal, many Iowa orchard farmers were 

unable to pay for proper spraying, and thus, 

many orchards were chopped down. Just as 

orchard growers neglected their trees, 

beekeepers neglected their hives.  Many boxes 

went without paint and repair.  Some 

honeycombs were eaten by moths and mice.  

Many colonies just plain staved and died. Many 

beekeepers had to become self-reliant and 

forged through the Depression.  Honey sold for 

under 3 cents a pound.  Salaries were low, and it 

took years to get loans from the government to 

stay afloat.   

 Diseases and  
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Tammy Horn 
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Pollination                                    Name ____________ 

Experiment 
  

Let’s begin with… 

1. Lunch bags for each student 

2. Copy, color with colored pencil, and cut flower out 

…glue on to bag 

3. Make bee finger puppet 

4. Fill the bottoms of their bags with Cheetos. 

5. Students go from bag to bag sucking nectar from 

the flower (snacking on Cheetos). They cannot lick 

or wipe their fingers (the cheese dust represents 

the pollen).  

6. Students then visit the flowers of their friends 

"landing" on it with their fingers. (represents 

pollination)  

7. Complete pollination sheet. 

8. Bee Book: begin by drawing and writing what 

students know about bees…do this at the 

beginning and at the end and compare the amount 

learned 

Get the Buzz about honey bees @ Scholastic:         

http://goo.gl/lfuB8H  
http://idahoptv.org/dialogue4kids/season14/bees/teachers.cfm    

 … for Sites and Sounds of Bees 

http://goo.gl/lfuB8H
http://idahoptv.org/dialogue4kids/season14/bees/teachers.cfm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cheetos&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.eatthis.com/slide/1-cheetos&ei=5ySfVN_xO5CdyAT6y4Eo&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNH_BRryCG15uVI2erOg7IsqGZYacA&ust=1419802213332026
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.homemade-preschool.com/image-files/cute-bee-side-bw.png&imgrefurl=http://www.homemade-preschool.com/cpa-cute-bee-side.html&h=428&w=442&tbnid=vdzbsid84P2g7M:&zoom=1&q=bee clipart black and white&docid=B6VDfb7zEHbrXM&ei=oyWfVNfWGsa0yASgloCwBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CA4QMygGMAY4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=526&page=4&start=102&ndsp=41


 

  
 bee finger puppet 

 flower for Cheetos bag 
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Pollination                                    Name ____________ 

Experiment 
                          Draw                                                                                                               Explain 

  

 

My hand represents: 

When I touch a friend’s flower: 

My bag of Cheetos represent: 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.homemade-preschool.com/image-files/cute-bee-side-bw.png&imgrefurl=http://www.homemade-preschool.com/cpa-cute-bee-side.html&h=428&w=442&tbnid=vdzbsid84P2g7M:&zoom=1&q=bee clipart black and white&docid=B6VDfb7zEHbrXM&ei=oyWfVNfWGsa0yASgloCwBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CA4QMygGMAY4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=526&page=4&start=102&ndsp=41


 

  

     

            Bees 

Bees have 5 

eyes …WOW! 



 

  

200 bees can 

live in one nest 

together. 
Bees have 3 

body parts: 

head, abdomen, 

thorax! 



 

  

Bees drink 

nectar from 

flowers. 

Bees have 

hairy bodies! 



 

We can thank a 

pollinator for up 

1/3 of the food 

we eat. 

85% of plants 

exist because of 

bees! 



 

  

Honey bees don’t 

always die when 

stinging 

something. 

Honey bees know 

the world is round 

and can calculate 

angles! 



 

  

Honey bees make honey 

by taking nectar from 

flowers and mixing it 

with enzymes from 

glands in their mouths. 

Honey bees are not 

native to America. 

Some Native 

Americans called them 

“white Man’s Flies”. 



 

 

  

The bees know if 

the queen dies by 

smell. 

Bees travel from 1.5 

– 7.5 miles per 

excursion for pollen 

and nectar! 



 

Round and round  

The winds did spin  

They pick up dirt and more dirt. 

No rain, none in sight 

The crops wither away 

The Dust Bowl is given its birth. 

 No money, no food 

 No income, no work 

 No farm, when the bank takes it away. 

 Factories shut 

 Live were changed 

 The “Dirty Thirties, here to stay. 

Dust in our lungs  

Dust in our clothes 

Dust in our sheets  

All through. 

Dark were the days 

Light up the lamps                                 by Cheryl Bombenger

Masks on our faces needed too. 

 Black Blizzard, Black Blizzard 

 Kills crops and darkens the skies 

 Black Blizzard, black blizzard 

 Kills as the dust does fly. 

Poor migrants traveled on Route 66 

From the plains and the south they came 

On to California, through the mountains and deserts 

Now were known as an Oakie just the same. 


