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• Grading the Quiz

Objective
• Provide sources of agricultural statistics to enable educators to 

develop lesson plans.



Surveys v. Census

Surveys Census

Continuous Every 5 years

Major agricultural production All agricultural production

Limited county information Data for all counties

No demographic information Demographic data



Surveys Data Sources

• nass.usda.gov

• nass.usda.gov/state abbreviation, for example 

nass.usda.gov/ny

• Ag Overview

• Annual Bulletins

• Activity Books

• State Office



Surveys Data Sources – Ag Overview

• Ag Overview
– Example - Minnesota



Surveys Data Sources

• Annual Statistical Bulletin Example - West Virginia

• United States, www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Ag_Statistics/index.asp

• Activity Books

• State Office 



Census Data Sources

• agcensus.usda.gov

• Current and historic census publications

• Census of Agriculture data available back to 

1840





Highlights

• Highlights are briefs on different topics

• Contain text, graphs, maps, and data tables



Census Publications

• Census books, available online as pdf files

• Quickstats (same tool used to access survey 
data)

• Maps (static and interactive)

• Special studies and follow on surveys covering 
different topics

• Profiles of agriculture for different 
geographies



Profiles



Surveys and Census

• Quick Stats – quickstats.nass.usda.gov

– Online database of published data; best used for data across time or geographic area

– Commodity = Equine; Category = Inventory; Data Item = Equine, Horses & Ponies – Inventory; 

Geographic Level = County; State = Kentucky; Year = 2012

– Search

• CropScape - nassgeodata.gmu.edu/CropScape/

Other Information
• Food Preference Survey -

www.nass.usda.gov/Education_and_Outreach/



U.S. Agricultural Quiz

Name:________________________

1. The majority of U.S. farms are owned and operated by families. True or False

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/

2. In 2014, which state had the most farmland?

a. California

b. Texas www.nass.usda.gov, search NASS Reports “farms”

c. Iowa

d. Illinois

3. According to the 2012 Census of Agriculture, 45 percent of all U.S. land is in farms. True or False

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_US_State_Le

vel/st99_2_008_008.pdf

4. Which state led the nation in honey production in 2014?

a. Florida

b. Mississippi

c. Hawaii

d. North Dakota quickstats.nass.usda.gov/

5. In 2014, which state led the nation in egg production?  Iowa

www.nass.usda.gov/ia, Annual Statistical Bulletin



6. Which state produced the most rice in 2012?

a. Arkansas www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Ag_Statistics/index.asp

b. California

c. Iowa

d. Missouri

7. The average age of a principal farm operator is 58, according to the 2012 Census of Agriculture. True or 

False

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Farm_Demographics/

8. Indiana ranked ______ in the U.S. for value of agricultural products sold based on the 2012 Census of 

Agriculture?

a. 11th

b. 3rd

c. 10th

d. 12th

9. One out of every two jars of peanut butter is produced from peanuts grown in Georgia, based on 2014 

production. True or False www.nass.usda.gov, search NASS Reports “crop production”

10. The 2012 Census of Agriculture counted _________ female principal operators, 14 percent of all farm 

operators?

a. 288,264

b. 845,661

c. 520,945

d. 199,686

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Farm_Demographics/


