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The era of the Black Blizzard is one of the 

darkest periods in our country’s history.  The 

1930’s  Dust Bowl is much more than a single 

storm.  It’s about numerous factors that 

contributed to the hardship and despair faced 

by thousands of people living in the Plains 

states.  In addition to a failing economy, poor 

farming practices, and drought, the icing on the 

cake was the dust storms.  

Year after year, defeat after defeat,

the Dirty Thirties tested the 

strength of the family.



The Black Blizzard

more commonly known as the 

Dust Bowl

was a weather phenomenon that occurred 

from 1930-1940. 





History Channel

• Dust Bowl

• Migrant Mother

• Dust Storms Strike America

• FDR: A Voice of Hope

• The New Deal

• Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 

Fireside Chats



The occurrence of the Dust Bowl affected many 

states through the years and caused many deaths.

For people who lived through it, many referred to 

this period of time as the "Dirty Thirties". 



Cause/Effect

Vocabulary 

Parts of Speech

Paraphrase

Summary

Idioms 

KWL

Weather

Water

Soil Conservation

Innovation

Technology

Ecology

Plants

History

Geography

Biographies

Economics

Entrepreneurship

FDR



Pinterest
CherylBombenger/The Dirty Thirties

• https://www.pinterest.com/CherylBombenger/the-dirty-thirties/



Background Knowledge

• county

• city

• state

• country

• continent

• planet

Cass is my county

Fargo is my city

North Dakota is the state that I live in

My country is the USA

It’s where I work and where I play

repeat …faster

Marzano: “insufficient background 

knowledge is a chronic cause of low 

achievement”



Kids Discover 

Magazine

Dorothea Lange was a Columbia 

University educated photographer, 

whom became known for her raw 

photography of the struggling life of 

migrant families 

during the 1930's.

“Migrant Mother”





Life Box

This is my box, my favorite, my Life Box

This is my box, all the things that I need!

This is my box, my favorite, my Life Box

It helps sustain, life indeed!

In my box there’s air, soil, water, and sun

To sustain life so I can play and have fun!

In my box there’s air, soil, water, and sun!

To sustain life and to keep me on the run!



Wasting Water

Wasting water, wasting water, wasting water

Puts our planet at risk!

Wasting water, wasting water, wasting water

Put “conserve” at the top of your list!

Flush the toilet, 5 gallons

A drip, 27 a day    (gallons)

Water for this…Water for that…

We will run out of water this way!





... can tell you about the “                                                                     

Roaring Twenties”

... can tell you about the

Great Depression

…can tell you about someone who was famous 

who lived in this era …tell you what 25% of the population looks 

like …that’s what percentage of the 

population was unemployed

…can find the word  erosion in the      

dictionary
…can tell you why people were not happy… 

depressed: antonym 

… can tell you why students studied 

about Lindbergh

…can tell you their story of their hard life in 

the thirties  (narrative)



Favorite Book 



Build a 

Story 

Web









Plants
• Parts of plants

• Reproduction of plants

• Plants put water in the air

• Trees give us oxygen

• Plants as part of the Water Cycle

• Plants provide food for people 

• Plants provide food for animals

• All food chains start with plants

• Selling plants (farming) feeds the world

• Farming pays the bills

• Farming puts food on the table for the 

farmer

• Plants need water

• Photosynthesis in plants occur when…

• Plants need nutritious soil

…now talk about 

life and plants in 

the Dirty Thirties



Transpiration

Transpiration puts water in the air

From many, many plants

It’s “water vapor” if you care!

One corn plant

Would you guess?

Puts 50 gallons in…no less!

Transpiration puts water in the air!





Water Cycle Song

Evaporation!

Transpiration!

Condensation!

Precipitation!

Can be rain!

Or snow!

Or sleet!

Or hail!



George and Pearl Pasicznyk
P.O. Box  35
Snow, North Dakota 

58622

Dear Ma and Pa,
Hope this finds you 

well.  I have met many 
along my path to 
California with similar 
trials faced at their 
farms.  No one wants to 
leave their home. Now  
we all head west to sell 
apples. I am well.                              

Love,
Johnny



http://newdeal.feri.org/eleanor/index.htm

The National Youth Administration   

The New Deal 



Timeline 

Tango



Round and round 

The winds did spin 

They pick up dirt and more dirt.

No rain, none in sight

The crops wither away

The Dust Bowl is given its birth.

No money, no food

No income, no work

No farm, when the bank takes it away.

Factories shut

Live were changed

The “Dirty Thirties, here to stay.

Dust in our lungs 

Dust in our clothes

Dust in our sheets 

All through.

Dark were the days

Light up the lamps

Masks on our faces needed too.

Black Blizzard, Black Blizzard

Kills crops and darkens the skies

Black Blizzard, black blizzard

Kills as the dust does fly.

Poor migrants traveled on Route 66

From the plains and the south they came

On to California, through the mountains and deserts

Now were known as an Oakie just the same.
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