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Agriculture Awareness-Why are Farmers/farms important?
How does Agriculture affect you, your community, your state, and the choices you make?

What about agriculture on social media, television, radio, billboards, signs?

How do the different agriculture events in your community make an impact on others?

Activity:  Stretchy cloth impact (Kindergarten and higher)
· Get some stretchable material, cut down the middle, and then sew the ends together making a circular shape.  The students will stand on the inside of the fabric and lean back.

· Ask students different questions on how agriculture affects them within their city, state, or when disasters hit their hometown.

· This activity can be for any grade-depending on the type of questions you ask.  For younger students you can ask them if different foods are healthy, identify color of foods, or healthy beverages.
Activity:  What is a Farmer?  Kindergarten-6th grade

· Copy the outline of the cut out person and allow the students to share their opinions and thoughts about who is a farmer and what does a farmer do.

· Talk about any misconceptions or questions.  Ex.  Some students may think only men can be farmers.

· Introduction to an agricultural unit or duties of a farmer
Growing Healthy Foods for You and Me to Eat!
Farmers work very hard, so you and I can enjoy the delicious foods grown and to keep our bodies healthy and strong.
Talk about foods that are healthy vs. unhealthy.  Why are the sweet treats we love so much unhealthy?  Should we not eat them at all?
Books
From Farm to Table A Complete Thematic Unit Evan-Moor Educational Publishers (1-3rd Grade)
A Farm of Many Colors (Kindergarten-3rd Grade)
In the Barn by Bobbie Kalman (1st grade and higher)
Pioneer Farm-Living on a Farm in the 1880s by Megan O'Hara (1st grade and higher)
Usborne Book of Tractors by Caroline Young (1st grade and higher)
Usborne Farm Animals (1st grade and higher)
Usborne 1001 Things to Spot on the Farm by Gillian Doherty (4K-3rd Grade)
Gregory, the Terrible Eater by Mitchell Sharmat

City Green  by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan

How Did That Get In My Lunch Box? by Lucia Gaggiotti

Activity:  Create your own meal-Portions and serving sizes

· Take three plastic plates (Breakfast, lunch, and dinner) place them on a table.

· If it is possible lay out plastic play foods or pictures of different foods that can be enjoyed for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Be sure to include unhealthy foods as well.

· Have your students create a plate of what they would have for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.

· A serving is about the size of your fist.

· Once students have created a plate with the plastic foods or pictures, give them a paper plate and have them draw out what they would eat for breakfast lunch, or dinner.
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Activity #2:  Nutrition Bracelet--Kindergarten-6th grade
· Different colors of pipe cleaners to string the beads on or use some type of bracelet rope.

· 8 blue pony beads-remember to drink plenty of water

· 3 white pony beads-Dairy-milk, cheese, yogurt, cottage cheese, cheese curds, chocolate milk, and etc.
· 2 brown pony beads-Protein-beef, poultry, nuts, eggs, or fish

· 4 red pony beads-Fruits-apples, oranges, cherries, grapes, grapefruit, pears, peaches, bananas, and etc.

· 5 green pony beads-Vegetables-beans, carrots, onions, lettuce, peppers, cucumbers, broccoli, and etc.

· 6 yellow pony beads-Grains-oatmeal, rice, whole wheat cereal, pasta noodles, bread, and etc.
· 1 purple pony bead or solar bead (kids love watching this bead turn color in the sun)-sweets and oils
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Activity #3:  Promoting Milk-Promote throughout the School Year--ALL GRADES
· June is considered June Dairy Month.  Have the students create posters promoting milk.  Talk about why milk is a healthy beverage compared to soda or other sport drinks.  What does milk have that soda does not have?  Is chocolate milk a healthy beverage?

Are all farms the same size?  Do they grow the same foods or raise the same animals?

No!  All farms are different shapes and sizes.  There are many different types of farms.
Activity:  Create a Name Garden or Farm (Kindergarten and higher)

· Take a sheet of paper 8 1/2 in. x 11 in. fold the sheet in half

· Have the students write their name in big letters and small letters zig-zag pattern or however they want, but not on the folded part.

· The students will tare around the letters they formed to create their farm.

· Tell students not to tare the folded part (The folded part is the center of their farm/garden).

· Have the students open up their paper and on the inside have them draw foods that grow in a garden or things they can see on a farm.

· Try to enforce locally grown products.  Ex. Oranges and bananas do not grow in WI, so we are not going to plant orange trees or banana trees.

· For older grades (2nd-5th grade) You can talk about importing and exporting foods from other states.

· After creating their name gardens or farms, have the students paste their farms/gardens on green construction paper.

Activity #2:  Creating a fence to go around your garden or farm. (3rd-6th Grade)
You can use this activity to talk about weather, area, perimeter, or Social Studies.
· Break your students into small groups and give them a designated area or perimeter.  Give them about 70-4.5 in. popsicle sticks and 10-6 in. popsicle sticks.

· Students can use elmer's glue or wood glue to help glue the sticks together.  Or you can give them a length of masking tape.

· Then give your students 1 meter of yarn to help secure their fence.  To secure the popsicle sticks give each group a container of play-do to secure the fence to the paper.

· Before the students secure their fence to the paper, have them draw their farm or gardens.  Remember to talk about locally grown crops and high commodities from your state.
· For older grades, the students can use extra popsicle sticks to create separate fencing for animals and find the area and perimeter for each animal pen.
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Are all pumpkins round?
For younger grades, read the story Spookly the Square Pumpkin.  Talk about the different shapes of pumpkins that were mentioned in the book.

Activity #1:  For older grades-Get medium sized pumpkins.  Cut the pumpkins opened for the students.

· First have the students weigh their pumpkin.  Make predictions is the pumpkin light or heavy?

· Have the students count the number of pumpkin seeds inside.  Estimate how many seeds might be in there?  Was your answer correct?

· Find the circumference of their pumpkin.  Estimate the circumference.

Activity #2:  Square Pumpkin Magnets

For Lower grades or use this activity as a community service project.

· Cut paper 4 in. x 4 in.

· Have the students glue 7-8 popsicle sticks on to the paper next to each other
· Let the glue dry for one day.

· If you are pressed for time:  Use stick and peel foam rectangles (Wal-Mart craft section).

· Cut the foam rectangles into 4-5 equal strips (about 2 in. wide each).  Then cut each strip in half.

· Lay 7-8 popsicle sticks on the table or desk, place the sticky side of the foam to the back of the popsicle sticks, and carefully press down.

· Once the glue is dried or once you have finished pressing the foam rectangle, flip your square pumpkin magnet over and color the other side with markers or crayons.  You can glue googly eyes down or draw black circles.  Allow the students to be creative and let them decorate their pumpkins in different colors.

· After the students decorated their pumpkins, use one inch magnetic tape (Wal-Mart craft section) to place on the back.  I used a one inch long piece.  Be sure to press firmly.

· Take a green pipe cleaner, cut the pipe cleaner in half or fourths, and tape to the back.  Make a curved shape, so it looks like the stem for the pumpkin.  Use different colors of pipe cleaners for stems.
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How can I promote agriculture during the fall and winter holidays?

· Write thank you letters to farmers for their hard work, growing the foods that you like to eat, raising the animals that give us delicious foods to eat and drink, and for keeping our economy mooving.

· Allow students to share what foods they eat at Thanksgiving.

· Compare and contrast what foods were served at the first Thanksgiving to what your family has.

· Make a fun story about cooking a Thanksgiving dinner.
Christmas

If you teach at a public school, here is a trick where you could probably get away with having a Christmas tree in your classroom.

· Find different agriculture facts related to your state or county.  Place these facts on ornaments.

· Decorate your tree with John Deer Tractor lights or vegetable lights

· Find out if your state has a Christmas Tree Growers website and see what statistics could be shared with your students to promote the CHRISTMAS TREE INDUSTRY-Not the holiday.
· Ex. 600,000 wreathes and garlands are made from recycled Christmas tree branches.

· WI ranks #5 in Sales of Christmas Trees
· About 97% of Evergreen trees harvested are harvested for the holidays.
· Each day in December, share one of the agriculture facts with the students.  Or place some clues on the board, and have the students search the “AG Tree” for the correct answer.
Activity:  Ag Ornament or Ag necklace charm
· Either buy or cut wooden circles (1 ½ - 2 inches in diameter or medium sized oval shapes).

· Then place a small hole in each circle.

· Allow the students to decorate their wooden circle as a Ag Ornament or Ag necklace charm.  Remind the students to think of locally grown products from their state.

· Loop a pipe cleaner, yarn, or string through the hole and tie both ends together.

· Allow the students to share their Ag ornaments with the class and place on the tree.
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Planting in the Spring and Harvesting in the summer or fall--This activity can be for grades 1st-6th grade.

Books
Tomatoes by Sally Cole (1st-2nd grade Guided Reading Level J)

All About Seeds by Susan Kuchalla (1st-2nd Grade Guided Reading Level J/I)

Plants All Around by Jan Stradling (1st-2nd Grade Guided Reading Level G)

A Seed is Sleepy by Dianna Hutts Aston and Sylvia Long

Farmer George Plants a Nation by Peggy Thomas (3rd-higher)

Thomas Jefferson Grows a Nation by Peggy Thomas (3rd –higher)

Talk to your local greenhouses about getting plants and seeds donated or discount rates.
· Show the students different seeds from crops that could be grown in your state and describe the seeds.

· Allow the students to compare and contrast the seeds with others.

· If it is possible, bring in plants that are starting to grow and see if the students can identify the plants.  If you cannot bring in plants, then you can find pictures online of the different plants.

· Next, show the students either plants with the fruit or vegetable or pictures of the plant with the fruit or vegetable on the plant.  Allow the students to make observations about the different plants and the fruits or vegetables.

· Lastly show the students the fruit or vegetable.  If it is possible, allow the students to sample the different fruits or vegetables.
You can use this activity as a summer school activity and take students to a local farmer’s market (If possible).

Classroom Farmer’s Market
When I taught 4th/5th grade I did a mock farmer’s market in the classroom with pictures of locally grown fruits and vegetables for the students to pretend to buy and sell.

· Split the class in half.  For 5-10 minutes some of the students were buyers while the other half of the class was sellers.  After 5-10 minutes, then the students rotated roles.

· They were given $60 to spend and had to get at least 6 different items.

· The students had to record what they spent and what they bought.
Say Cheese Please!

Wisconsin is famous for milk and CHEESE!!!!! CHEESEHEAD STATE!

1.2 million cows in the state of WI
Over 600 different styles and varieties of cheese are made in WI.
Homemade Cheese
· Ricki’s Cheese Making Kit-Mozzarella and Ricotta Cheese
· Mozzarella cheese takes about 45-55 minutes to make
· Cheese tablets need to be kept frozen when you order this kit!

· Makes about 30 1 pound batches of cheese.
· Mozzarella cheese use 1%, 2%. Or whole milk.  DO NOT USE SKIM MILK.  Your cheese will be fine on the first day, after that it will turn yellow and look rubbery.
· I ordered the kit from Wal-Mart or you can go to www.cheesemaking.com
· I used this kit to talk about the cheese making industry in Wisconsin and how University of Wisconsin Madison has a Master Cheese Making program.
· Before making the cheese, I give the students some background information about how farmers get milk from the cow and how the milk goes to the cheese factory.
· Then I share some dairy and cheese facts as I am cooking the cheese in the kitchen.
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Books
The Cow in Patrick O’Shanahan’s Kitchen by Diana Prichard (This is a fun book to read to the students)

Extra Cheese, Please by Cris Peterson

Clarabelle Making milk and so much more by Cris Peterson

You’re a Cow Now! By P.T. Mitchell

The Milk Makers by Gail Gibbons

Mooing, Milking, Munching Wisconsin’s Dairy Tale

Curd Science the Incredible Journey from Milk to Curd
Resources:
Ashley Prue apdairyeducator@gmail.com

Brown County Dairy Promotions-http://www.browncountydairypromotions.com/
Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom-http://wisagclassroom.org/
Wisconsin Farm Bureau-http://wfbf.com/
Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board (WMMB)- http://www.wmmb.com/
Eat Wisconsin Cheese-http://www.eatwisconsincheese.com/
Real Trees 4 Kids-http://www.realtrees4kids.org/
Wisconsin Christmas Tree Growers-http://www.christmastrees-wi.org/
Project Jennifer Pumpkin Activities-http://projectsbyjen.com/Projects/PS14/PS14_information.html

Solar Bead-This bead will turn purple when you are outside.
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