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Purpose

• To engage youth in exploration of agricultural commodities (including 
STEM) within the county through a multi-day AgTour. 

• Allow youth the opportunity to gain the knowledge/ability to work in 
cooperative groups to adopt a local classroom and teach them about 

agriculture. 

• To increase self confidence and responsibility among other life skills of 
youth participating. 

Purpose

AgExplorations



Description
Description

Utilizing the Mini-Grant funding, DeSoto County 4-H hosted a multi day 
AgExplorations camp for DeSoto County teens interested in learning and 
teaching others about Agriculture.  Through this program, DeSoto County 
youth were able to gain a better understanding of various aspects of the 

agricultural industry.  They did this through visits to several locations including 
the Arcadia Livestock Market, a national sod producer – Bethel Farms, Sun 
Bulb – a national Orchid Producer, Sandhill Native Growers, Island Grove 

Blueberries and a local Fish Farm.  In addition, youth attended ONA youth 
field day presented by UF/IFAS Extension.  Throughout this program, youth 

not only gained knowledge, but they gained the ability to prepare and present 
elevator speeches on specific topics as they become youth Ag-Ambassadors 

for Agriculture in our county.  Following the 3 day camp, the youth 
participated in job-shadowing of various ag-careers on an individual basis.  

Currently, youth are creating and presenting cooperative lesson plans to 3rd

grade youth at the local elementary schools. 



Partnerships
Partnerships

• Various UF/IFAS Departments 

• High School FFA Program

• Local Ag Businesses 

• Local Ag Stakeholders

• County Board of County Commissioners

• School Board 



Funding &
 Cost

Funding & Cost
• UF/IFAS 4-H Mini Grant Submitted & Secured $500.00.  Costs covered included: 

• ONA Youth Field Day - $15.00 per person
• Lunch
• Notepads and Pencils for Participants
• Transportation
• Elementary School Activities

• Each participant was charged $10.00
• This fee served as a “buy in” for participants and was used to purchases shirts 

from the Youth Field Day



Recruitm
ent/Prom

otion
Recruitment / Promotion

For Additional Information, 
contact: 

Kristie Popa, 4-H Agent
(863)993-4846 
kpopa@ufl.edu

DeSoto County 4-H will be hosting a Summer Program focusing on Agriculture.  This program is limited to 10 
participants and will be held on multiple days throughout the summer.  During this program, participants age 13-18 

will participate in a multi-day Agricultural tour of facilities and properties in several counties that are somehow 
related to agriculture as well as participating in job shadowing and  STEM & agriculture related experiments and 

activities.  Following these workshops, students will work with elementary aged youth to teach them about 
agriculture in a classroom setting.  

Community Service hours will be awarded to participants who complete the program.  
Due to the fact that entry into this program will be very competitive, all prospective participants will be required to 
submit an application to DeSoto County 4-H.  All applications must be turned in on or before April 10, 2015 to the 

school guidance counselor or the DeSoto County Extension Office.  

Ag-Explorations

This information was sent to all high school students enrolled in Ag 
Classes as well as all age appropriate 4-H Youth in the county.



Application
Application



Code of Conduct
Code of Conduct



Program
 Com

ponents
Program Components

• Introductory Meeting

• Multi- Day Ag-Tour

• Classroom Learning 

• Job Shadowing

• Planning Meetings for Elementary Lessons

• Visits to Elementary Classrooms 



Schedule
Schedule



Pre-Post Test
Pre-Post Test



Elem
entary Lesson Plans

Elementary Lesson Plans
• What Does a Farm Do For You? – The Farm Charm Lesson

• Tomatoes to Ketchup, Chickens to Omelets Lesson

• All About or Clothes
• This lesson will cover clothes that are made from items we grow
• AgExplorations Youth written and presented 

• The Plants We Eat
• This lesson will cover the plants that we grow for food 
• Collaboration between the Agent and AgExplorations Youth

• The Meat We Eat 
• This lesson will cover the food we get from animals
• Agent written – AgExplorations Youth will present



Student Q
uotes

Student Quotes
“With the help of the AgExplorations Program, I have experiences and learned 

many things that are compatible with my communities everyday life! This 
program has opened my eyes up to the better of my community and my culture.  
I now think about how other countries and states that don’t have our resources 

would benefit if they were exposed to our abilities.”

“Through this program, I have been able to observe the agricultural businesses 
and industries in our home town.  By doing so, I have expanded my knowledge 
and have a newfound respect for those who farm, produce, breed etc. I have 
seen the labor that goes into their jobs but also how much they care about 

DeSoto County agriculture. Being exposed to agriculture through this program 
has sparked an immense amount of interest within me.”



Results
Results

10 Desoto County Youth (High School Aged) participated in this program gaining 
life skills which they are utilizing in day to day life.  Through this program, all 10 

youth established and utilized elevator speeches and lesson plans to educate the 
community about the 4-H AgExplorations program and Agriculture.

All students increased their knowledge of Ag Operations in DeSoto County and 
Florida. 

All youth who participated felt that they gained workforce preparation skills and 
this was also evidenced through activities which they took part in. 



Life Skills 
Life Skills

AgTour

Classroom Learning

Job Shadowing

Classroom Teaching



Future Adaptations
Future Adaptations

• Conduct interviews for potential participants.

• Have students present their elevator speeches to the Board of County 
Commissioners and/or School Board.

• Incorporate ag-operations in surrounding counties to broaden the areas 
covered.

• Conduct a hands-on Ag in the Classroom Activity for each stop on the ag-tour 
either before as a knowledge builder or after as a recap of materials learned. 



Additional Inform
ation

Additional Information

Kristie Popa
4-H Agent I 

University of Florida / IFAS / DeSoto County

2150 NE Roan Street
Arcadia, FL 34266

(863)993-4846
kpopa@ufl.edu 
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