
by Lisl H. Detlefsen, 
children’s book author

New MacDonald Has a Drone:
Technology and Perceptions in Accurate Ag 

Books



“Every one of us that’s not a farmer is not a 

farmer because we HAVE farmers.”

-Former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 

Vilsack

YouTube Clip

“Children are not a distraction from more 

important work, they are the most important 

work.”

-C. S. Lewis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjYVTLOJCxo


Why write about where food 
comes from?

I grew up here, drinking cranberry juice 
every morning, not knowing where it came 

from… and thinking my adult 
life would look like 

this:



But my life today looks like this:



My road to writing     
• I always wanted to be a 

children’s book author.
• My first picture book, TIME 

FOR CRANBERRIES, 
came out in 2015.

• IF YOU HAD A JETPACK,
my second, came out last 
April.

• RIGHT THIS VERY 
MINUTE launched in 
February and is the 2019
AFB Ag Foundation’s
Book of the Year!

• 1, 2, 3, JUMP! launched 
on May 14th.



My life as an author
• I live with my husband, two sons, and 

two cats on a family-owned cranberry 
marsh near Wisconsin Rapids, WI.

• The office where I work and write is 
inside our home, which is a renovated 
farmhouse that is over 140 years old.

• My two office 
“assistants,” 
Jiggles and 
Wiggles. 

• The stairs going 
up to my office 
look like favorite 
books from my 
childhood.



At Whittlesey Cranberry Company, we’ve been
growing cranberries for five SIX generations:



Read to them daily 

Parents say they read 
to their kids87%

Choose printed books 

50%

76%

Are printed books 
still relevant? 

YES!



But aren’t print books about 
agriculture out there already?







Top search results on Amazon for 
“Children’s Farm Animal Book”



Chronic problems in 
children’s books 
featuring agriculture:
• Talking animals
• Stereotypes about 

farmers (i.e. overalls and 
straw hats)

• Outdated technology, 
such as three-legged 
milking stools



But what about the books that ARE accurate? 
Books with good information, current technology 
and no farming stereotypes? These must exist, 

right?



Accurate Books about Soybeans:

Out of Print

Out of Print Out of Print

Published in 2012



Not modern ag
published in 2011

Out of Print

Out of Print Out of Print

Current best option
published in 2009

Out of Print

Dated information 
published in 2003

Accurate Books about Corn:



Accurate Books about Dairy 
Cows:

Published in 
2011

Out of Print Out of Print Published in 
1987

Some inaccuracies 
published in 2002 Current best option 

published in 2007



Accurate Books about Beef Cattle:

Out of Print Out of Print

Calls all beef 
cattle “Cows”



• When I saw my first cranberry 
harvest in 1999, I thought the process 
would make a great picture book.

• It began as a non-fiction, 
photography project, evolving over 
34+ drafts into a realistic fiction 
picture book. It sold to an editor I’d 
met at a workshop in 2013.

• It gives kids who don’t live on or 
near a cranberry marsh a “virtual field 
trip,” an opportunity to see and learn 
how cranberries are harvested.

• It also gives kids who DO live on a 
cranberry marsh the chance to 
see themselves represented in a 
book.

• BOTH of these are critical--Ag 
books matter! We need to show 
kids accurate and well-rounded 
representations of different 
communities, careers and 
lifestyles.

• We also need the general public to 
appreciate and understand where 
th  f d th  t  f

My cranberry book as a “mirror and window”



• timing
• market/demand
• style/content of product presented
• my (lack) of experience in the 

publishing industry

And…
• a lack of understanding about agriculture, the importance of 

it, and the way to market books about it from traditional 
publishers. This last one CONTINUES to be a problem, both 
for me and for other authors.

BUT…this whole journey took me TEN YEARS! WHY?



Their goal: To create accurate and engaging books about 
agriculture that connect readers to where their food comes 
from and who grows it. In doing so, Feeding Minds Press will:

• Address misconceptions about agriculture
• Address stereotypes of farmers/ranchers 

and rural life 
• Create an awareness of modern

agricultural practices
• Promote the Pillars of Agricultural Literacy

So how can this problem 
be solved? Hopefully, 
one solution is a small, 
focused publisher like 
Feeding Minds Press



Examples of current technology in
RIGHT THIS VERY MINUTE



To watch more RTVM videos on farms across the country, visit feedingmindspress.com. 

Extending the learning with videos of what 
happens on farms like ours

in late spring…

and during harvest.

https://www.feedingmindspress.com/latest-news/right-this-very-minute-videos-october-2018

https://www.feedingmindspress.com/latest-news/right-this-very-minute-videos-july-2018

http://feedingmindspress.com
https://www.feedingmindspress.com/latest-news/right-this-very-minute-videos-october-2018
https://www.feedingmindspress.com/latest-news/right-this-very-minute-videos-july-2018


Questions?
I’d love to answer 

them! Ask me about 
cranberries, books, 

writing, publishing, etc.



Pollinator Activity
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