
Modifications for students with special needs
Rachel Chastain

chastain.rachel@aidb.org
Alabama Institute for the Deaf and blind

Helen Keller Campus
Talladega, Alabama 35160





Hatching 
Chicks

• I have had good 
luck with Brinsea
brand incubators.

• I don’t allow all 
students access to 
baby chicks because 
they are so fragile. 

• The slightest change 
in humidity can result 
in poorly developed  
chicks. I do not 
recommend trying to 
raise unhealthy 
chicks.

• Baby chicks waste 
feed!

• You will want chicks 
out of the classroom 
within a couple of 
days. 



• This is a simple way to chart the 
arrival of baby chicks. 

This student is dividing baby chicks up 
by color. 



Advantages
 Chickens don’t require a lot of 

space compared to other farm 
animals.

 Chickens typically aren’t seen 
as intimidating. 

 Chickens are fairly adaptable 
to weather and climate. 

 It is possible to make money by 
selling eggs and hatching 
chicks, but don’t anticipate 
covering all your costs.

 Don’t forget that chickens are 
omnivores! They love worms 
and bugs.

 Chicks require a lot of care.
 There are heat 

requirements.
 Incubators require a lot of 

care if you don’t have a 
turner. 

 Who will feed on weekends 
and holidays?

 Who will cover feed costs? 

disadvantages



Disadvantages
 Requires fairly flat 

land in a large space
 Need to move daily 

or every other day.
 Typically only has 

room for small feeders 
and bell waterers. This 
means checking feed 
and water often. 

 Reduced damage to 
landscape

 Spreads out manure 
so you don’t have to 
clean out coops as 
often. 

 Tractors are a great 
way to keep “trios” for 
hatching purposes.

Advantages



Consider
 Consider building chicken 

tractors that have doors 
on both ends. This helps 
when you are trying to 
catch them!

 Make sure you have a 
place to keep the feed 
dry.

 Consider building the 
nesting boxes on the 
outside or ones that easily 
accessible. 

 Consider how far away your 
tractors are from a water 
source and feed storage.

 Chicken wire alone is not 
enough to keep out 
predators. 

 Consider how the tractor will 
look. Will you be required to 
have it look a certain way? I 
did not like using tarps at all. 

 Make sure you will be able 
to move the tractor without 
help. 



Disadvantages
 Chickens eat down 

the grass very quickly!
 Coops require clean 

out. 
 Egg yolk color may 

be affected because 
there are fewer 
opportunities to eat 
bugs. 

 You don’t have to have 
a large flat space.

 You can implement 
fodder systems.

 You can easily make 
sure there is a water 
source nearby. 

 You may decided to 
use poultry cups rather 
than bell waterers. 

Advantages



• A walk in height of 6 foot 
allows easy access.

• The four access doors make 
it easy to catch chickens.

• Shingle roof is safer than the 
metal roof used on my 
chicken tractors. 

• The clean out pan helps with 
composting.

Advantages



• The wood and wire 
used is not predator 
proof. It possibly 
would be fine if used 
in an enclosed area.

• The grass will be 
eaten very quickly.

Disadvantages



• One advantage 
of chicken 
tractors is that it 
gives 
opportunity for 
daily chores. 













Advantages
 Pygmy goats are small 

and generally aren’t 
viewed as intimidating.

 Goats can be 
affectionate if they are 
handled a lot as babies.

 Our goats have been 
fairly good on leashes.

 Goats are tough! 

 Goats are herd 
animals. Do not get 
just one goat.

 You will want to 
castrate male goats 
to avoid undesirable 
behaviors and smells.

 Goats are more 
browsers than grazers.

disadvantages



Advantages
 Goats eat a lot of 

roughage that is 
otherwise undesirable.

 Goats are fairly 
adaptable to any 
weather and climate. 

 Don’t require a lot of 
space if they are 
exercised. 

 Goats are escape 
artists. 

 Goats don’t like to 
sleep on the ground. 

 You must provide hay 
and grain if there is 
not enough good 
pasture and forest to 
browse.

disadvantages



A visit with 
Petunia the Pig






Rabbit Disadvantages
• Even neutered 

rabbits can spray 
urine.

• They have an 8-12 
year life span if 
properly cared 
for. 

• They need a 2 x 3 
foot cage.

• Some experts say 
that rabbits need 
3 hours of 
uncaged 
exercise.  



Rabbit  Advantages

• They can be litter 
box trained. 

• Litter box trained 
rabbits make it a 
breeze to collect 
for compost pile 
and garden.



 Our cafeteria saves 
the large egg carton 
flats for us. We 
dampen the carton 
with warm water. 
Students then tear the 
cartons in quarter size 
pieces. We use this in 
our bunny litter box. 





Composting Activities
 Our school cafeterias 

save the scraps from 
the salad bar, coffee 
grounds, tea bags 
and egg shells for us.

 It is a student job to 
pick up the compost 
each day from the 
cafeteria.



Composting Activities
 We tear produce up 

into smaller pieces as 
a fine motor activity.

 We have also helped 
peel potatoes and 
remove grapes from 
the stems for the 
cafeteria. This is a 
great fine motor task. 



Composting Activities
 We get untreated 

pine saw dust from 
the trade school to 
add to the compost 
pile.

 We have worked with 
power equipment to 
help turn the pile.  



Composting Activities
 We use a screen 

made from hardware 
cloth and milk crates 
to “sift” the compost.



Composting Activities
 We have also used 

smaller bins to raise 
worms. 

 Students like to dig in 
our large compost 
pile for worms. 





 This egg scale is 
available from 
NASCO. 

 It is great for students 
who are non-readers 
or low vision. 

 I use color dot stickers 
to label cartons. 

 Students can easily 
weigh and sort eggs.



Labeling eggs for sale
 I use Avery 5160 

address labels to meet  
requirements for our 
state’s egg sales laws.

 My non-readers love to 
stick the pre-made 
labels.

 I use rubber date 
stamps for my students 
who are non-readers or 
low vision.





 We found that a pound 
of field peas would fit in 
a sandwich bag. 

 My low vision students 
would fill the bags. 

 I would have a student 
with sufficient vision 
weigh bags and to do 
“quality” control. 



 Students sort produce 
by color or size.

 We have sorted okra 
into big/little. 



Simple sticky notes with a happy 
and unhappy face allow my non-
readers to work “quality control” 
at the  sweet potato station.  



• Students had the 
opportunity to shell 
peas by hand and by 
using a pea sheller
machine. 

• I LOVE the Taylor Little 
Sheller (Model 675).



• Students had the 
opportunity to shell 
green beans to save for 
seed.

• Students also shelled 
corn to save for seed 
and feed animals. 

• These are both great 
fine motor activities. 



• Students had 
the opportunity 
to root and 
grow sweet 
potatoes. 

• Sweet potatoes 
have a long 
growing season. 

• You dig them 
up after the first 
frost. 
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