
Agriculture
A common theme!



Workshop targets:

Moving from explicit learning, to implicit learning.

Exposure to graphic organizers to teach complex reasoning 
and text structure (compare & contrast) through Agricultural 
concepts.

Identifying common themes across multiple text.

Making generalizations of information gathered in multiple 
text, with a common theme, to make real world connections.







Characteristics Item 1

Dog

item 1

Cat

Item 3

Hamster

Similarities/ differences

May be able to 
teach bias/ 

stereotypes with
this section too

Characteristic 1

Coat
Fur coat 
Short or long hair
May shed

Fur coat 
Short or long hair
May shed

Fur Coat
Short or long hair
May Shed

All have fur coats, 
short or long hair, 
may shed, but 
Hamsters live in 
cages so may not get 
it on the furniture

Characteristic 2

What they eat

Dog food, that has 
meat and veggies 

Cat food with meat 
and veggies

Veggies only Hamsters are the 
only ones to eat only 
veggies (herbivore) 
cats and dogs are 
omnivores

Characteristic 3

How they are to keep 
as a pet

Daily care-feeding, 
walks, must go 
outside to the 
bathroom

May be able to leave 
out food, must change 
a liter box, don’t 
usually take for a walk

May be able to leave 
extra food, need to 
change shaving 

All need care and 
feeding, but some not 
as often as others 
dogs have to be 
taken on walks

Characteristic 4

Size
Can be large, 
medium or small 

Most cats aren’t to 
big, they are usually 
medium to small

smaller than both 
dogs and cats

Hamsters are usually 
smaller  than dogs 
and cats, but you can 
get some miniature 
dogs





Focus Area’s Level Tasks Self Peer Teacher

Capitals 1
Is skilled at capitalizing the first word in a 
sentence and the word "I".

2
Is skilled at capitalizing days of the 
week, months, and names of people.

3
Is skilled at capitalizing holidays, product 
names, and geographic names.

Punctuation 2
Is skilled at using the correct end 
punctuation for sentences (.  ?  !)

3
Is skilled at using commas in dates and 
to separate words in a series.

4
Is skilled at using apostrophes to form 
contractions and frequently occurring 
possessives.                                            

Informative/Ex
planatory 2

Is skilled at providing multiple facts, a 
title that fits the content, and a 
concluding statement.

3

Is skilled at introducing a topic, using 
facts and definitions to develop ideas, 
and providing a distinct concluding 
statement.

4

Is skilled at grouping related information 
using linking words and phrases.

     
I use students work (with permission) and
model how the use of the Editing sheet to make 
changes

Students then self/peer edit and make changes to their 
work Analyzing



Students use the abstracting (big ideas I can take 
away) to create a conclusion

We share the various conclusions they create

Student Example:
(Second conclusion)

Overall, I learned that 
cats, dogs and hamsters 

are all mammals and 
have more similarities 

than differences.

Student 
example:

(First 
conclusion)

I hope you 
learned a lot 

from my report.



Explicit Reasoning
*stated clearly and in detail, leaving no room for confusion or doubt*

Predicting: What is the Common Theme of these Informational books?



Characteristics Item 1

Food

Item 2

Clothing

Item 3

Shelter

Similarities/ differences
Generalizations

Characteristic 1

Characteristic 2

Characteristic 3

Characteristic 4  

Implicit Reasoning
*implied though not plainly expressed*

What factors have an effect on the food we eat, the clothing we wear and the 
homes we build?



Informational Text Structure:
(Compare & Contrast) 

Opening: (tell effect 1-4 in opening)

Effect 1:

Effect 2:

Effect 3:

Effect 4:

Closing: (restate effect 1-4 from opening)



Social Studies:
Maine Economics/Basic Needs

Science:
Sources of food & Fiber

Complex reasoning:
Compare/contrast

Growth mindset:
Peer editing

Reading: 
Use of Informational text features

Use of Informational text structures
Finding Common themes across texts

Writing: 
Informational Text structure

Use of Transition Words
Developing a Strong Conclusion

Punctuation/Capitalization
Grammar

Self editing/peer editing

Targeted lessons:   
(or practice/ assessment, depending on the needs of the student )



Agricultural products of the Regions of the U.S.

Western
States

What did you notice about what each area grows or raises?

Northern 
States

Southern 
States

Midwestern 
states

this information to help you decide a what to grow in your school garden?



What should we grow in our school garden?



Should School Lunches be able to 
serve Nachos and cheese as the 

main course?



What happens with a seed grown in the window, 
to one out of the light?



Milking Parlor



Workshop targets:

Moving from explicit learning, to implicit learning.

Exposure to graphic organizers to teach complex reasoning an         

Identifying common themes across multiple text.

Making generalizations of information gathered from multiple t         
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